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Program

Opening

Dedication of the Register of the Names
of the Fallen Atomic Bomb Victims

Mayor of Hiroshima

Representatives of the bereaved families

Address
Chairperson of the Hiroshima City Council

Dedication of Flowers

Mayor of Hiroshima

Chairperson of the Hiroshima City Council

Representatives of the bereaved families
and children

Representatives of the atomic bomb survivors

Distinguished guests
Silent Prayer and Peace Bell

Peace Declaration

Mayor of Hiroshima

Release of Doves

Commitment to Peace

Children's representatives

Addresses

Prime Minister of Japan
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Secretary General of the United Nations

Hiroshima Peace Song

Closing
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Address

August 6, 2022

Today we are joined by Prime Minister Kishida Fumio, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, distinguished guests,
hibakusha, and bereaved families at the Peace Memorial Ceremony to pay our deepest respects to the many souls of the
victims of the atomic bombing.

Seventy-seven years ago on August 6, the city of Hiroshima was utterly destroyed in an instant by the first use of
nuclear weapons in human history, and countless precious lives were lost. The lives of those who managed to survive
were left deeply fractured. Grounded in this tragic experience, the citizens of Hiroshima, including the hibakusha, have
continued to convey the realities of the bombing and speak out about how precious peace is.

Despite this, the situation surrounding nuclear weapons is bleaker than ever. Tensions are rising in international society
due to the Russian invasion of Ukraine and their threats implying the use of nuclear weapons, and we have seen moves
to strengthen reliance on nuclear deterrence.

It is in these times that the First Meeting of States Parties to the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons was
held in June. It was here that a political declaration, which states, among other items, that abolition is the only way to
guarantee that nuclear weapons are never used again, and an action plan for ratifying countries were adopted. With the
opportunities presented in these, it is my hope that international initiatives for the realization of a world without nuclear
weapons will gain true momentum.

In addition, the G7 Summit will be held in Hiroshima in May 2023. I hope that participating world leaders will learn
the realities of the atomic bombing, demonstrate their commitment to never allowing human beings to cause nuclear
devastation ever again, and send a strong message of peace to the world right here from Hiroshima.

Based on the Basic Ordinance for Hiroshima City Peace Promotion, enacted last year, we hereby reaffirm our pledge to
continue to do all we can in our power for the abolition of nuclear weapons and the realization of lasting world peace
by joining hands with those who desire peace, proactively raising our voices, and taking concrete action.

In closing, we offer our prayers for the peaceful repose of the souls lost in the atomic bombing. We sincerely hope that
the hibakusha, who still suffer from aftereffects, and the bereaved families will receive strengthened comprehensive
care and support from the national government.

Sasaki Jukichi
Chairperson
Hiroshima City Council

_35_



¥ M E

BIXRAOENT, BLL KB TTINE L, £9585. UK. 16 ORI,
BOLRLLOBARYZF -S> THREHED>OBOEHR, HRHEORNICR S &I,
BWb LEFATLE., TTEMOE, Mopid <, AEZEFTHDTO
BEEIMETEN, ERLZOBRSDOBOHTY, EERMEIICW X, EX
CWhEHIZR—V ENHIBEICEFLORERIIINEREZEANELZ, B
DRV, EREABRLTELITFHNEREZHEL TCIELWEHELSFTERRLEZDIL Eo
BizEITZBWNZEZLWEOEBERE, Z0OHICiE, So7EETFEOEICLAHZRDN
TERETICR-8EL., BOBLE TELELBHELARANLZEN TV AERE
YyHD, DOBOAICBENR—ELIAERZHRBHTZ-TZEERVIERD £7

vy TIEBEY I ITAFTRBETIE, BROAMEMELTLIABEIVERZEKRS
DEELL THEW, WEOCRORVWHREOMPLBEEEZ2E->TWVWEY., ZL T, H#R
BT, BEBICEZ2MIEARS L TEMIHERFTERWVWE NI BINENEZHEL
TVWET., Zhbid, TETOBRSFERI O, BERBORWEMZREROER
PEETZLLLEABHORRBICEL ZETIHEARAVWTLE Y, RAORIBTIC
EMEHRTIEALERTIILEZREL, BRDPOLARLLETEHI LT, AER
DIEFEMBITAHILIRIEPRYVERA, BEEINL ERVIRL TIEIRV E
¥hA. LVDIT, BERECEORZ VEFRITH LN 21d, 19458 A6 BD
HRMEROBEREF T L THY., AEEEOBRICEILLETS2 D TYT. —X|
LELSETOBORE VEEROLOICL 2L TRV ER A,

T, MEBZEWHL, FOFEELZLEETHILEVWOIfTEIZL TETESHFLDOEL
EELIEDHEINTIVOTL X I, Fhebid, 5% T, [EE L ¥f] T
MENZuL TOXERNAMBELE MMAOFRED LITE S DEBEEN
T2 520., HACERBOFRIZZZ, BEDOERODLDIZ] LWIBTEEZLA
DB RETT,

SEMDIT, BEBHEE S PEIT [BERSFICHEE TR, RLTES TEIRER2
W] INPT (BRERBRIEHEN) OBBERLCLTN] EWOFHAZERLE
L7z FRCH2D LT, TREEEICBITLI EL2WEIRY », BEREE
HEOMEEMZ TR LZENRD YV ET. REROTLL I 2. 4. BRERBEENRL S
NXFENL, BEBORWHREZEYEICTEZ 2L, ZoERICHAT. EFXM
ZEEOBEET. —S2BAHTILTHAIEITTT. BEREEOASBEIL.
IHLRTERRETHDICH, BIFLLVHEBHEZSN. BEEZEHALE
DREREZERTIRETYT., LT, BROEGLHMELZTI ORI BEEEZ
LT L UANMCBARRBIEEIIRNEE RN L EEEL TWRE SRV,
LVblF., BE CIEBETHEINAGTY Iy FVHEBETIAEEICIE. 20
erxm<HFEL XTI

_36._



EEIX. WEBEOEM~DOEWEESAIL, 7. BEBEBRCEEZE TR
HHEERD (ZRN—XT7 v 7] ORBEHEZITHE, EERBEEOEBEOVREA
RIZELWE LTS, ZOEHZEELHETET.

#HRT200DEFMEF DRy hT—I7~LERBLEZENERSE L. 48 &
WEBREZEETHELET., BETIE. HER—-A—AR IEFXCELTZHIC
2. BECRABENRL, T, £EHEERICE L THESHNRERP 2N

BRI THD] LnOIRVWEEETIMRASOERZBRELET. £TOLET,
EFEZRE S BT L DEELZRILL., DOOIRNERETS [Fmxxfl %z
BELET., TREESHIL. AEEPENENIGEET S 2L, HEEZEBL
AR BEEEBRE T EBBLLET.

AEG BICBBEINEEREZRLEHOE 1 BIfFKNESETIX. e v 70oRER
HHH, BEROBEHEZEEL L THEETIESMTONE L. £, #EREIC
WEL TWAERET T — "=+ 2 T, ZEBELEFHOANP TICEBL.
WETEALOTHEIZI L bMASINE LR, BARBUFICIE, 2oLl 2lE
2., FTRENPTHERMNSBETOBELEZR T L L biC, REOHNESE
CRIELLBML, —ZbBRLSMEOE LR, BERBEMBICAIT B ZHML
THZLEBMIKRODET,

e, FHERPREBL, DEICEREBERIETRARICE Y, AIGE TRA
RELAEWNZDEZOWREOEMCF IR, HREZBREZAXTLS I L
2RO ET.

AP, HBTTRAEOEMEARMICE D, RIBREEOHEICTL?LRIEDOHK

RETBL L LI, REBREGL ZORICH D HFEAEMOERICHET, HKEH
BB, ZLTRVWERULLSTA2HRADOAL LA ZRTILEZENET,

AFn4E (202248) 8 A6 H

remE B H O — #

_37_



PEACE DECLARATION
August 6, 2022

“T adored my mother; she raised me with such kindness and care.” The woman speaking
was 16 when she left home carrying the lunch her mother had lovingly prepared. She never
imagined it would be their final parting. Summer, 77 years ago. That morning, without
warning, the first nuclear weapon was dropped and detonated over humanity. Standing near
Hiroshima Station, the girl saw a terrifying flash. Then came a thunderous roar. Striking from
behind, the blast blew her through the air and knocked her unconscious. When she came to,
she wandered through the smoldering city, searching for her mother. She saw a horrifying
number of blackened bodies. One charred corpse still stood, clinging to the neck of a cow.
Bodies floating in the river drifted up and down with the tide. She still remembers the
morning when everyday life vanished violently into scenes from hell.

In invading Ukraine, the Russian leader, elected to protect the lives and property of his people,

is using them as instruments of war, stealing the lives and livelihoods of innocent civilians in

another country. Around the world, the notion that peace depends on nuclear deterrence gains
momentum. These errors betray humanity’s determination, born of our experiences of war, to

achieve a peaceful world free from nuclear weapons. To accept the status quo and abandon

the ideal of peace maintained without military force is to threaten the very survival of the

human race. We must stop repeating these mistakes. Above all, entrusting a nuclear button

to any world leader is to sanction continued nuclear threats to humanity and potential re-

creation of the hellscape of August 6, 1945. We must immediately render all nuclear buttons

meaningless.

Must we keep tolerating self-centeredness that threatens others, even to the point of denying
their existence? We should take to heart the words of Leo Tolstoy, the renowned Russian
author of War and Peace, who advised, “Never build your happiness on the misfortune of
others, for only in their happiness can you find your own.”

Earlier this year, the five nuclear-weapon states issued a joint statement: “Nuclear war cannot
be won and must never be fought.” They further declared their intent to *“...remain committed
to our Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) obligations.” Having issued such a statement,
why do they not attempt to fulfill their promises? Why do some even hint at using nuclear
weapons? The nuclear powers must act now to build bridges of trust among nations. Rather
than treating a world without nuclear weapons like a distant dream, they should be taking
concrete steps toward its realization. I call on the leaders of the nuclear-weapon states to visit
the atomic-bombed cities where they can personally encounter the consequences of using
nuclear weapons and strengthen their will to take these steps. I want them to understand that
the only sure way to protect the lives and property of their people is to eliminate nuclear
weapons. I fervently hope that the leaders who attend the G7 Summit in Hiroshima next year
will reach this conclusion.
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With the hibakusha’s will to peace at our core, and inheriting the “never-give-up” spirit of
hibakusha leader Tsuboi Sunao, who dedicated his life to the cause, Hiroshima will continue
striding toward nuclear weapons abolition, however arduous the path.

Mayors for Peace, now a network of 8,200 peace cities around the world, will hold its 10th
General Conference in Hiroshima this year. That conference will work toward a civil society
in which each and every citizen shares the conviction that happy lives require an end to war,
an end to armed conflict, and an end to life-threatening social discrimination. In that pursuit,
we will intensify cooperation among our peace-minded member cities to promote a “culture
of peace” that rejects all forms of violence. Mayors for Peace encourages policymakers to
pursue foreign policies through dialogue without relying on nuclear deterrence.

This past June, the First Meeting of States Parties to the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons (TPNW) adopted a declaration that, against the backdrop of the Russian invasion,
categorically rejects the threat of nuclear weapons. With nuclear weapons-dependent states
participating as observers, the meeting specifically stressed that the TPNW contributes to
and complements the NPT. Therefore, I demand first that the Japanese government serve as
mediator at the NPT Review Conference. Then, Japan must participate in the next Meeting of
States Parties to the TPN'W, promptly become a State Party itself, and wholeheartedly support
the movement toward nuclear weapons abolition.

The average age of the hibakusha now exceeds 84, and their lives are still impaired by
radiation’s adverse effects on their minds and bodies. Thus, I further demand that the Japanese
government empathize with their suffering to better offer them enhanced support measures.

Today, at this Peace Memorial Ceremony commemorating 77 years since the bombing, we
offer heartfelt condolences to the souls of the atomic bomb victims. Together with Nagasaki
and likeminded people around the world, we pledge to do everything in our power to abolish
nuclear weapons and light the way toward lasting world peace.

MATSUI Kazumi
Mayor
The City of Hiroshima
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Commitment to Peace
August 6, 2022

Who are the important people in your life?

Family, friends, teachers.

We have so many people who are precious to us.

Spending time with people you care about. Laughing together.

There is so much joy in these ordinary moments that we take for granted.

8:15 am on August 6, 1945.

Corpses lie in the streets.

They choke the rivers.

Voices beg for water, plead for water.

The people you care about vanish in an instant, and the life you knew, the future you imagined, are suddenly pulled away from you.

It has been 77 years since that day.
ng,ht now, even in this moment, there are people in the world whose ordinary lives are being taken away.
War is not something that exists only in the past.

Strength does not mean having the advantage and using power to push your agenda on others.
True strength lies in recognizing differences, accepting others, and trying to understand them with empathy in your heart.
With true strength, there will be no wars.

We cannot change what happened in the past.
We can, however, create the future.
Accepting their grief, the hibakusha stood up and created a peaceful Hiroshima for us.

Now, it’s our turn.

To listen to the voices of the Aibakusha and imagine how they felt,

to convey those feelings to as many people as possible,

to cherish ourselves, those around us, and lend a helping hand to one another.

We solemnly swear to take action for the creation of a future where peace is reflected in the eyes of everyone around the world.

Children’s Representatlves
Barbara Alex (6™ grade, Hiroshima City Nobori-cho Elementary School)
Yamasaki Rin (6" grade, Hiroshima City Nakajima Elementary School)
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b o EL ‘Never Again’
% # — 18 ﬂzgﬂ ° »ﬂ':‘ [ﬁi Original Words and Music by Kazumichi Terai

1. zxzTwETr HEFORFDS 1. Can you hear us, the atom bomb survivors?
RO EIZ MIZIZTWETH Can you hear our voices?
LH ZELELRNWT bhlLEb#HEBEEZE Don't make any more of us hibakusha
PbOoEVWEZZ FELAOE Even the blue sky is the color of sadness

2., B2 TWETH oy~ FHHF 2. Do you remember Hiroshima and Nagasaki?
WobBLLEL RIAIRETLEILZE Do you remember life and love both burning out?
LOHOZELELRNT bRELEZLTEEER Don't make any more of us hibakusha
BbOREDLLVWEE BVEIRNT Don't ever repeat that horrible day

3. MZxTwETHr #HAOE®DL 3. Can you hear the voices from every nation?
TEIMEES FXATELETLLD Can you hear them calling for peace?
LOZELELRZNWT bhkLELHEEEZ Don't make any more of us hibakusha
ZORVWERD AxOHIT No-one in the world should suffer this again
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Opening Address

Today, at the 77® Nagasaki Peace Ceremony, with the attendance of Prime Minister Kishida, our
esteemed guests, atomic bomb survivors, bereaved families, and citizens of Nagasaki, I would like to

begin by expressing my deepest condolences for those lost in the atomic bombing.

On this day 77 years ago, a single atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki. It instantly devastated the
city and took many precious lives. Here in Urakami, where we find ourselves now, stood the old
Urakami Cathedral which was once considered the largest cathedral in East Asia. It too was reduced

to ruins. Amongst the wreckage lay the scarred head from a statue of the Virgin Mary.

In February of this year, the Russian invasion of Ukraine began and President Putin made remarks
suggesting the use of nuclear weapons, causing grave concern that nuclear weapons will be used a

third time after the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

We, the members of the Nagasaki City Council, promptly demonstrated our vehement protest to the
Russian government against the invasion of Ukraine. In June, I accompanied Mayor Taue to the First
Meeting of States Parties to the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Vienna where 1, as
an atomic bomb survivor, spoke strongly to the horrors of the atomic bombing and shared Nagasaki’s

sentiments for peace.

Leaders of countries all around the world, come to Nagasaki, see for yourself the atomic-bombed statue
of the Virgin Mary, recognize the inhumanity of nuclear weapons and learn the reality of the atomic

bombing.

So that another place on this Earth never has to become the site of a third atomic bombing during war,
we, the citizens of Nagasaki, will continue to call out to “make Nagasaki the last atomic bombing site”
and vow to continue on the path toward a bright, nuclear weapons-free future and the realization of

everlasting world peace.

In closing, I pray that those who were lost to the atomic bomb may rest in peace, and I pray for the good

health of all the atomic bomb survivors and bereaved families.
FUKAHORI Yoshiaki

Nagasaki City Council Chairman
August 9, 2022
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Nagasaki Peace Declaration

The first time that the World Conference against A and H Bombs, which aims for the abolition of nuclear
weapons, was held here in Nagasaki, was the year 1956, eleven years after the atomic bomb that caused
the death and injury of 150,000 people was dropped on the city.

Once WATANABE Chieko, one of the hibakusha, entered the venue, there was an instant shower of
camera flashes. This was because Ms. Watanabe was being carried in the arms of her mother when she
arrived. She was exposed to the atomic bombing at a factory where she had been working as a 16-year-old
mobilized student and became paralyzed from the waist down after being crushed under collapsed metal
beams. Upon her arrival, voices from those assembled could be heard saying “Stop photographing her!”
“She’s not some kind of showpiece!” and the venue fell into a state of commotion.

Having reached the speaker’s podium, Ms. Watanabe said in a clear voice: “People of the world, please
take photographs. And then ensure that nobody like me is ever made again.”

Leaders of the nuclear states, can you hear the cry of her soul within these words? A cry demanding with
all her heart and soul that “No matter what, nuclear weapons must not be used!”

In January this year the leaders of the United States, Russia, the United Kingdom, France and China
released a joint statement affirming that “a nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought.” However,
the very next month Russia invaded Ukraine. Threats of using nuclear weapons have been made, sending
shivers throughout the globe.

This has shown the world that the use of nuclear weapons is not a “groundless fear” but a “tangible and
present crisis.” It has made us confront the reality that, as long as there are nuclear weapons in the world,
humankind constantly faces the risk that nuclear weapons might be used due to mistaken human judgments,
mechanical malfunctions or in acts of terrorism.

Under the notion of trying to protect nations with nuclear weapons, the number of nations dependent upon
them increases and the world becomes a more and more dangerous place. The belief that even though
nuclear weapons are possessed they probably will not be used is a fantasy, nothing more than a mere hope.
“They exist, so they can be used.” We must recognize that ridding ourselves of nuclear weapons is the
only realistic way of protecting the Earth and humankind’s future at this very moment.

Two important meetings for the abolition of nuclear weapons continue this year.

In June, at the First Meeting of States Parties to the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
(TPNW) held in Vienna, a frank and sober debate unfolded that included observer nations with a stance of
opposing the Treaty, and both the draft declaration adopted at the meeting, which expresses the strong will
to achieve a world free of nuclear weapons, and a specific Action Plan were adopted. Furthermore, the
TPNW and the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) were clearly reconfirmed as
mutually complementing each other.

Currently, the Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
is taking place at the United Nations headquarters in New York. Over the past 50 or so years the NPT has,
as a treaty that prevents the number of nuclear states from increasing and promotes nuclear disarmament,
shouldered great expectations and roles. However, the Treaty and the decisions made at meetings have not
been put into practice, and trust in the Treaty itself has become tenuous.
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The nuclear states hold a partiaﬂar responsibility due to the NPT. It is required that the polarizing nature
of the Ukraine conflict is overcome, the promises made in the NPT are reaffirmed, and a concrete
process for nuclear arms reductions is shown.

I hereby appeal to the Government of Japan and members of the National Diet:

As a nation with a constitution that renounces war, Japan must exercise leadership in pursuing peace
diplomacy within international society, especially during times of peace.

As a nation possessing the Three Non-Nuclear Principles, instead of moving towards “nuclear sharing”
or other forms of dependency on nuclear weapons, please lead the way in debate that will achieve
progress in the direction of non-nuclear dependency such as promoting discussions on the Northeast
Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone concept.

Furthermore, as the only nation to have suffered wartime atomic bombings, I request the Government of
Japan to sign and ratify the TPNW, and become a propellant force in the achievement of a world free of
nuclear weapons.

People of the world, every day we see and hear the reality of war through the television and social
media. The daily lives of many people are being devoured by the fires of war. The use of atomic bombs
on both Hiroshima and Nagasaki was due to war. War always causes suffering for us, the ordinary
people living in civil society. And that is precisely why it is so important that we raise our voices and
say “war is no good.”

Our civil society can become either a keystone to peace or a hotbed of war. Instead of a “culture of war’
that spreads distrust, fans terror and seeks to resolve matters through violence, let us make untiring
efforts to ingrain in civil society a “culture of peace” that spreads trust, respects others and seeks
resolutions through dialogue. Let each and every one of us who demands peace adopt the slogan of the
Hiroshima Nagasaki Peace Messengers: “Our strength may be modest, but we’re not powerless.”
Nagasaki will, in conjunction with the power of young people, continue to involve itself in activities to
foster a “culture of peace.” '

The average age of the hibakusha has now reached over 84. I ask that the Government of Japan provide,
as a matter of urgency, improved support for the hibakusha and relief measures for those who
experienced the atomic bombings but have not yet received official recognition as bombing survivors.

I express my heartfelt condolences to all those who lost their lives in the atomic bombings.

Resolved to make “Nagasaki be the last place to suffer an atomic bombing,” I hereby declare that
Nagasaki will continue to do the utmost to realize the abolition of nuclear weapons and everlasting
world peace, as we work together with Hiroshima, Okinawa and Fukushima, a victim of radiation
contamination, and expand our alliance with people around the world who are trying to help cultivate
peace.

TAUE Tomihisa
Mayor of Nagasaki
August 9, 2022
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Pledge for Peace

First and foremost, I would like to express my sincere condolences to the many victims in Ukraine. Such a
merciless, indiscriminate attack reminds me of the atomic bombing of Nagasaki 77 years ago that caused the
suffering of many innocent people. It is something that absolutely cannot be condoned.

On February 24 of this year, the air-raid sirens that rang out in Ukraine inspired the same fear of that pikadon
(“atomic bomb”) in me. On August 9, 77 years ago, I was in our home 2.4 kilometers from the hypocenter.
When the atomic bomb was dropped, my small, five-year-old body was thrown back from our
eight-tatami-mat room to the front entrance of our house by the blast and I woke up in my mother’s arms. I
still remember her heart beat.

That night a nurse came across the mountain to our house for shelter. Her hair was blown back and her left
eye was hanging out. She died right in front of us as she begged for water. My father went to
Matsuyama-machi, the hypocenter, to help victims of the bombing. There, he found the charred bodies of my
uncle and his wife. My father died of leukemia five years later.

I am now 82 years old. My cancer, of which I began to show symptoms 10 years ago, is getting worse and
causes me great distress every day. However, many of the hibakusha, atomic bomb survivors, are living
every day contending with suffering greater than I.

I call to all attending members of the National Diet as well as members of prefectural and municipal councils:
meet with the hibakusha, listen to how they have suffered, learn the truth of the atomic bombing, and relay
what you learn to the world. In June, I participated in the First Meeting of States Parties to the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) in Vienna. At the venue and on the street, I wore a vest on which I
wrote “HIBAKUSHA” and called out: “Please visit Nagasaki. To see is to believe. No more Nagasaki. Stop
the violence in Ukraine!”

It is now 77 years after World War II and Russia has implied that they would use nuclear weapons, exposing
the world to the threat of nuclear war. Some members of Japan’s Diet are proponents of nuclear sharing, a
concept which is antithetical to the hibakusha’s wishes to cease reliance on a nuclear umbrella. Nuclear
sharing is a dated way of thinking that relies on nuclear weapons, one that is founded in the principle of
“fight fire with fire.” It is a concept that we are wholly against. Nuclear weapons are not a deterrent. It is at
this moment that Japan should reconsider the importance it places on the nuclear umbrella and rather devote
itself to becoming a nation of peace.

In order to do so, Japan should learn from its history, declare a Northeast Asia Nuclear-Weapons-Free Zone,
and strictly adhere to Article 9 of the Constitution of Japan. The people of Japan’s strong commitment to
never wage war again and to renounce war as a nation, out of respect for the more than 3 million people that
died during World War II and the 200,000 victims of the Nagasaki atomic bombing, has undoubtedly
protected Japanese lives since the war. Peaceful diplomacy through dialogue is a task that we must tackle in
the new age. I am particularly looking forward to seeing how Prime Minister Kishida will take the lead in this
regard, as a representative of an atomic bombing site.

Japan must sign and ratify the TPNW. Entering into force last year, the TPNW is a priceless treasure shared
by humanity and the hibakusha. It is the duty of the government of Japan, the only nation in the world to
have suffered atomic bombings, and every one of its people to adhere to this treaty and act accordingly to it.
The observer nations to the First Meeting of States Parties to the TPNW expressed that they have high hopes
for the Treaty, which has given me courage.

The hibakusha have lived these 77 years overcoming grief and pain. We will continue to persevere and
cooperate together with global civil society, believing in a bright, hopeful, nuclear weapons-free future. In
this new age brought about by the TPNW, we vow to commit ourselves to passing on our wishes for the
realization of a nuclear weapons-free world to our children and our children’s children.

MIYATA Takashi
Atomic Bomb Survivor Representative
August 9, 2022
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