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easy because of the language barrier and cultural differ-
ences, we were able to come up with a wonderful decla-
ration based on sincerity and enthusiasm. We are very
proud of this! You can see our Sister Library Declaration
on our website:

On March 22, we held the signing ceremony online. The
directors of both libraries signed the declaration and
presented souvenirs to each other. The ceremony was
held in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. We couldn’t
meet face to face but we will never forget this moment!

the P.O.L.P.A. (Poesia Orale Ludica Puerile Autentica)
project. This project draws upon an audio visual collec-
tion of children’s songs and nursery rhymes collected by
the Italian poet Bruno Tognolini over several years,
which has been donated to “Bologna Biblioteche” with
the aim of making them available to all those who want
to listen to them. Children's songs and nursery rhymes
are valuable cultural material that should be collected,
preserved, and passed on to the next generation. We are
very excited to join this project and get familiar with
Italian children's culture and introduce Japanese chil-
dren’s culture to Italy.

In addition, we would like to meet regularly online to
share recommendations on children's books and ex-
change information about library activities.

Our sistership has just started and we think that it has
infinite possibilities. We believe that our sister library
exchange will contribute to improve the present and fu-
ty.

. Please look for-

ture of children in a peaceful soci
ward to our future activities!

Infinite possibilities

A ‘Sister Libraries’ partnership between two public
libraries in ltaly and Japan

Tomoko Sasaoka
Itabashi Central Library, Tokyo, Japan

The public library “Biblioteca Salaborsa Ragazzi” Bolo-
gna, Italy and Itabashi Central Library, Tokyo, Japan,
became sister libraries in March 2022 through the pro-
ject of IFLA Libraries for Children and Young Adult Sec-
tion.

Cultural exchange between Bologna and Itabashi began
in1981 when the Itabashi Art Museum began to host the
“Bologna Children’s Book Fair Tllustrators Exhibition”.
Furthermore, since 1993, Itabashi City has been receiv-
ing donations of foreign picture books from the Bologna
Children’s Book Fair every year. In July 2005, a
“Friendship Agreement” was signed between the two
cities celebrating the 25th anniversary of cultural ex-
change.

On March 28, 2021, the new Itabashi Central Library
was opened. In the centre of the first floor of the new
library, there is a special monument called the “Bologna
Gallery”, a symbol of friendship between Bologna and

=
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Itabashi. The design is based on the “porticos” of Bolo-
gna that became a UNESCO world heritage. In order to
deepen our relationship with Biblioteca Salaborsa Rag-
azzi, we decided to apply to the IFLA Sister Libraries
Project.

As the first step of our sistership, we planned to write
our “Sister Library Declaration” together. We ex-
changed drafts for the declaration by email ma
and discussed the contents together. Although it wasn’t

y times

To celebrate our sistership, we held a special
of Japanese picture books “100 years of Japanese pic-
ture books” simultaneously from March 21 to April 16.
The selection of the books was based on a newly pub-
lished book entitled “Nihon no Ehon Hyakunen Hya-
kusatsu (Japanese picture books: 100 years, 100 illus-
trators, 100 books)” written by Yukiko Hiromatsu and
published by Tamagawa University Press. The Itabashi
Central Library and Itabashi Art Museum selected
about 40 Japanese picture books featured in Hiro-
matsu’s book and sent them to Biblioteca Salaborsa
Ragazzi.

*3 Italian ed : hitpss bibliotecasalak

ister-libraries

it/ragazzi/d

Japanese edition: hitps:/ /wwwcity.itabast
The English edition will be available soon

p/librarv/oshirse/2000625 html
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